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INTRODUCTION. 


Th  E mofl:  extraordinary  facls  in 
natural  philofophy  and  phyfics,  have 
been  always  fubje(5ls  of  inveftigatioii 
to  me,  naturally  fond  of  that  Ifudy  ; 
of  all  thofe  that  excited  my  curiofity, 
none  flruck  me  more  than  the  Ani- 
mal Magnetifm  : every  day  I heard 
of  the  wonderful  phaenomena  it  pro- 
duced, and  I was  convinced  it  defcri- 
bed  the  attention  of  all  Philofophers. 

I was  not,  however,  quite  inclined  to  ' 
believe  them;  they  were  fo  furprifing, 
that  I thought  them  the  production  of 
enthufiafm.  — Truth  generally  alters, 
when  tranfmitted  from  mouth  to 
mouth.  This  incertitude  made  me 
wilh  to  know,  with  my  own  eyes, 
what  was  meant  under  the  name  of 
Animal  Magnetifm,  and  the  properties 
of  this  new  exiftence.  To  obtain  a 

A 2 perfect 
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perfe£l  idea  of  the  whole^  it  required 
more  than  to  fee  how  it  affedled  the 
patients,  and  to  examine  the  means 
employed  in  producing  the  effecls  I 
have  been  wltnefs  of ; 1 defired  there- 
fore, to  be  lnll;ru6led,  perfuaded  that, 
during  my  apprentlcelhlp,  I fhould 
fnd,  in  the  vail:  number  of  different 
meetings,  the  greatcft  part  of  thofe 
pbaeilomena  that  had  been  defcrlbcd 
to  me  as  marvellous  and  uncommon. 

1 requeued  M.  Deflon,  to  inftruct 
me,  and  to  admit  me  to  the  circle  of 
his  Machlne-f  that  I might  learn  to 
magnetize  ; he  condefcended  with  the 
greateh  polltenefs,  and  received  me 
with  thole  marks  of  readlnefs  and  civi- 
lity he  generally  fhews  to  all  phyfci- 
fins  that  wlfh  to  be  inflrudled.  I was 
one  of  the  pupils  for  about  a month, 
and  infilled  on  being  one  of  the  pa- 
tients myfelf,  that  I might  judge  of 
the  wonderful  effe6ts  of  the  Animal 
Magnetlfm,  as  it  was  necellaiy  to  have 
felt  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  to 

give 

f A kind  of  Vat  or  Tub ; vide  Apherlfin  XII. 
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give  a proper  defiultion  of  it  ; I placed 
mvlelf  therefore,  round  the  machine, 
and  vvatclied  with  the  moft  fcrupulous 
attention,  all  the  lenlations  that  might 
be  cauied  by  the  points  of  iron  which 
are  the  conducflors,  and  by  the  rope 
that  went  round  my  body  : I begged 
even ' the  magnetizing  practitioners, 
whofe  number  was  daily  increahng, 
to  magnetize  me  ; I preferred  thofe 
who  feemed  to  blend  theory  to  practice; 
but  not  being  ill,  and  perhaps  not  a 
proper  magnetic  fubjeft,  the  time  pafl- 
cd  away  without  having  felt  the  leafl 
fenfation. 

The  fymptoms  however  I dally  faw 
round  me,  did  not  make  me  conclude 
that,  becaufe  1 felt  nothing,  the  others 
miiil;  be  only  exclufions,  vilionaries,  or 
hypochondriacs. 

It  was  between  fprlng  and  fummer 
that  I remarked,  that  the  days  of  the 
ftrongeft  crifis,  were  thofe  that  threat- 
ened a florm,  and  chiefly  after  din- 
ner, and  that  various  circumflances 
contributed  very  much  to  increafe  or 
diminilh  them. 

A % 


At 


( ) 

At  all  times  a piece  of  miific  defcrlp- 
tlve  ot  a florm,  or  war- like  nolle, 
animated  the  langulfhlng  crihs,  and 
brought  out  the  undetermined  one 
while  thofe  affedled  by  violent  convul- 
bons  found  calm  and  relief,  in  notes 
of  a flile  Andantlno  Affettuofo,  or  in  a 
pathetic  air  in  a minor  key. 

The  thermometer  and  our  hygro- 
meter, did  not  feena  to  predial  any 
crifis  ; but  the  barometer  announcing 
a ftorm,  has  feldom  deceived  me, 

chieflv  after  dinner. 

■/ 

1 lhall  not  relate  the  different  crifis 
I have  feen,  every  book  that  treats  fe- 
rioufly  of  Animal  Magnetifm,  even 
thofe  wdao  have  turned  it  into  ridicule 
mention  enough  of  them. 

My  defign  is  not  to  publllh  a theory 
of  crifis,  but  to  fet  it  to  light  ; that 
only  made  ufe  of  by  M.  Mefmer  to 
produce  the  effcdls  which  he  looks 
upon  as  crifis,  becaule  they  generally 
tend  to  re  eftablKh  health. 

Thin  bilious  perfons  of  a fangulne 
conffitution  whofe  nervous  fyflem  is 
irritable,  are  commonly  thofe  on 
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whom,  it  Teems  to  me,  Animal  Mag- 
netics have  the  greateil:  power. 

Tiieie  obiervatlons  1 have  made  not 
only  in  M.Deflon’s  rooms,  but  in  mod 
‘of  the  Machines  in  and  about  Paris. 
All  have  confirmed  me  in  the  fa6ls  and 
phsenomena  I have  remark’d.  They 
have  all  announced  themlelves  by  the 
fame  lymptoms,  (viz.)  pendiculations, 
g^ipings,  choakings,  ihort  coughs, 
Ihiverings,  drowfinefs,  darings,  wink- 
ings, buzzings,  flatuofiries,  fwellings 
in  the  bread,  hips,  &c.  whatever  the 
caule  may  be,  I have  remark’d  crifis  of 
the  lame  manner  at  all  the  rooms  I 
have  attended. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  give  the  public 
at  this  time  the  theory  1 have  eda- 
blilh’d  on  this  fubjecl. 

Perfons  mud  have  an  idea  of  the 
Magnetifm,  and  know  how  to  ufe  it, 
before  they  can  enter  the  fecrets  of 
this  mighty  power  ; the  impartial  and 
the  unprejudiced  may  be  the  proper 
judges  of  the  quedion  that  intereds 
the  divided  multitude.  Experience 
alone  will  determine  their  opinion, 
and 
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and  after  havino  obtained  a clear  idea 

O 

of  the  tffedls  ot  Animal  Magnetilm, 
thty  will  enjoy  the  advantages  reiult- 
in^  trom  it 

1 piiblifh  the  Aphorifms  chiefly  for 
the  phyficians,  whofe  opinion  is  fuf- 
pended,  and  who  in  this  uncertainty, 
will  not  rilk  a lurn  of  money,  nor  leave 
their  homes  for  the  lake  of  coming  to 
write  thefe  dictates  and  practice  Mag- 
iietiim;  from  the  centre  of  their  aflairs. 

It  is  at  tlieir  lolicitation  1 yield,  by 
publilhing  this  work,  that  has  been 
given  to  me  by  a pupil  of  Mr.  Melmer. 

I hope  the  Author  will  not  be  offend- 
ed at  its  being  rendered  public,  as  the 
extenfion  of  his  do(ftrine  has  often  been 
the  vvilh  of  Ins  writings. 

1 have  not  abiolutely  made  the  leafl: 
change  in  thele  maxims,  that  I might 
not  be  acculed  of  having  fomething 
foreign  to  his  dodtrine. 

Inaccuracies  of  ffile  will  be  eafily 
overlooked  ; belide,  M.  Mefmer,  tho’ 
a foreigner,  communicates  his  thoughts 

very  well. 
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1.  t>VERY  thing  in  nature  has  a cona- 
munication  by  an  univerfal  fluid,  in  which 
all  bodies  are  plunged, 

II.  There  is  a conflant  circulation  that 
forms  a neccflTary  fucceflion  of  egrefs  and 
regrefs,  that  will  ferve  as  currencies,  or 
adting  mediums, 

III.  There  are  feveral  ways  to  afcertain 
them,  and  make  them  fubfervient  to  man-^ 
kind : the  fureft  method  is,  to  place  your- 

felf 
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felf  oppofite  the  perfon  you  mean  to  touch, 
fo  as  to  prefcnr  the  right  fide  to  the  left  of 
the  patient.  To  be  in  perfect  unifon  with 
him,  )'ou  mufi;  put  your  hand  upon  his 
fho’ildcr,  then  come  down  gently  to  the 
fingf’r’s  end,  holding  the  patient’s  thumb 
for  a moment  ; you  repeat  this  operation 
two  or  three  times,  and  by  that  means  you 
will  eflablifn  a communication  of  agency 
from  head  to  foot.  The  caufe  of  the  dif- 
order,  and  the  pain  after  this,  muft  be  en- 
quired into;  the  patient  will  eafily  point 
out  to  you  the  latter  and  often  the  former  ; 
it  is  generally,  however,  by  touching  and 
reafoning,  that  you  are  able  to  determine 
the  place  of  the  diforder  and  the  caufcj 
together  with  the  pain,  which,  for  the 
mofi;  part,  lies  on  the  oppofite  fide — chiefly 
in  palfics,  rheumatifms  and  the  like. 

IV.  When  you  are  thoroughly  convin- 
ced of  this,  you  keep  conftantly  touching 
the  caufe  of  the  diforder,  and  by  aiding 
by  degrees,  the  fymptomatic  pain  produce 
a kind  of  crifis ; thofe,  by  the  efforts  of 
nature  are  afiSfled  to  combat  the  diforder, 
you  bring  on  a happy  turn,  and  effedt  a 
radical  cure  : the  fymptomatic  fymptoms 
yield  to  the  touch,  and  are  relieved  without 
adling  on  the  diforder  ; thefe  pains  are  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  called  fimply  fymptomatic 

irritated 
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irritated  by  contact,  and  ending  in  a crlfis; 
after  which  the  patient  finds  himfelf  re- 
lieved, and  the  caufe  of  the  malady  dimi- 
nifhed. 

V.  The  feat  of  almofl  all  diforders  lie- 
generally  in  the  lower  region  ; — the 
Ifomach,  the  fpleen,  the  liver,  the  mem- 
brane that  covers  the  intellines,  the  loins, 
and  in  females,  in  the  womb  and  its  de- 
pendencies : in  thofe  diforders  where  the 
aberration  forms  an  obftrudlion,  the  want 
of  circulation  by  preffing  the  lymphatic 
or  blood  veirels,  and  above  all,  the  leaft 
branch  of  the  nerves  will  caufe  a fpafm,  or 
attention  at  the  end  of  them,  chiefly  where 
the  fibres  have  not  much  natural  elafticity, 
as  in  the  brains,  lungs,  &c.  or  where  a 
fluid  runs  thick  and  flow,  as  the  chyle 
deftined  to  facilitate  the  motion  of  articu- 
lation : if  thefe  obflrudtions  fliould  hap- 
pen to  prefs  on  the  chief  branch  of  the 
nerves,  the  motion  and  the  fenfibility  of 
the  correfponding  parts  are  entirely  fup- 
prefled,  as  in  apoplexies,  palfies,  &c. 

VI.  Befides  the  above-mentioned  rea- 
fon  for  touching  firft  of  all,  the  vifeera,  in 
order  to  difeover  the  caufe  of  the  diforder, 
there  is  a fironger  one;  nerves  are  the  befl 
conductors  in  the  body,  for  magnetifm, 
and  they  are  fo  abundant  in  thofe  parts, 

that 


( 4 ) 

that  many  phyficians  have  placed  thither 
the  feat  of  the  foul.  The  greateft  quan- 
tity, and  the  moft  fenfible,  are  in  the 
nerves,  centre  of  the  diaphragm,  the  fold- 
ings of  the  llomach,  the  navel,  &c,  this 
colle<5tion  of  innumerable  nerves, corre.f- 
ponds  to  every  part  of  the  body. 

VII.  In  the  above  mentioned  cafe  you 
touch  with  the  thumb,  and  the  fore  finger, 
or  with  the  palinof  the  hand,  or  with  one 
finger  fupported  by  another  deferibing  a 
line  on  the  part  you  wifh  to  touch,  and 
following  as  much  as  pofiible  the  direction 
of  the  nerves;  or  inline,  with  the  four  fin- 
gers and  the  thumb  half  open.  The  con- 
tad;  at  a fmall  diftance  is  flronger  becaufe 
there  exifts  a fluid  betwixt  the  hand  or  the 
tconducdor  and  the  patient. 

VIH.  You  touch  with  advantage  by 
the  means  of  an  extraneous  condudior, 
we  generally  make  ufe  of  a little  wand 
about  ten  or  fifteen  inches  long  of  a conic 
form,  ending  in  a blunt  point,  the  bafe 
from  a quarter  to  half  an  inch  and  the 
point  about  a fixth.  After  the  glafs, 
which  is  th,e  bell  condudlor,  fome  of  thefe 
wands  may  be  made  of  iron,  'fleel,  goUU 
filver,  &c.  preferring  the  thickcll  body, 
becaufe  the  fmall  holes  being  more  con- 
tratded  and  multiplied  give  an  adiion  pro- 
portioned 
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i>OFtioned  to  the  leaft  fize  of  the  interftlces. 

if  the  wand  is  touched  with  the  load-  “ 
(lone  it  has  more  adtion,  fcut  it  is  neceflary 
to  obferve  that  there  are  circumftanccs  as 
in  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  irritations  of 
the  fibres,  &c,  where  it  may  be  hurtful  ^ it 
is  better  therefore  to  have  two  of  them, 
Magnetifm  is  likewife  effedtcd  by  a 
cane  or  fuch  like  condudtor,  taking  care 
however  that  if  it  is  with  an  extraneous 
body,  the  pole  is  changed  and  you  mufl; 
touch  differently  (viz.)  from  right  toright, 
and  left  to  left. 

IX.  You  fliould  likewife  oppofc  one 
pole  to  the  other,  that  is  to  fay,  if  you 
touch  the  head,  .the  breaft,  the  flomach, 
&c.  with  the  right  hand  you  muff;  oppofc 
the  left  to  the  hind  part,  chiefly  in  the  line 
that  parts  the  body  in  two,  (vi2:,)  from- 
the  middle  of  the  forehead  to  the  groins  ; 
becaufe  the  body  refcmbling  a loadftone, 
if  you  fix  the  north  to  the  right,  the  left 
is  the  fouth,  and-the  middle  the  equator 
which  remains  without  any  predominant 
adion. — You  may  eafily  form  the  poles  by 
oppofing  one  hand  to  the  other. 

X.  You  ftrengthen  the  Magnetic  adion 
by  multiplying  the  medicines  on  the  pa- 
tient. Many  more  advantages  will  enfue 
by  touching  the  face  than  any  other  part, 

. ' becaufc 
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becaufe  the  effluvia  of  our  vitals  and  all 
the  reft  of  the  body  form  a circulation. 
For  the  fame  reafon  we  find  the  utility  in 
ropes,  trees,  iron,  and  chains. 

XI  A bafon  is  magnetized  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a bath  by  plunging  the  cane, 
or  any  other  conductor  into  the  water, 
to  communicate  to  it  a medium,  by 
turning  it  in  a right  line,  the  perfon  op- 
pofite  to  it  will  feel  the  cffedt  of  it.  If 
the  bafon  is  large,  four  points  may  be  fixed 
to  anfwer  the  four  cardinal  ones;  a line 
may  be  drawn  on  the  water  following  the 
brim  of  the  veffel  from  eaft  to  north,  and 
from  weft  to  the  fame  point.  The  fame 
may  be  repeated  for  the  fouth.  Many 
perfons  may  be  placed  round  the  bafon, 
and  will  feel  the  magnetic  power,  if  there 
area  great  many,  feveral  rays  may  be  con* 
veyed  to  each  perfon,  after  having  ftirred 
the  mafs  of  the  water  as  much  as  poffible, 

XII.  The  apparatus  of  magnetifm  coti- 
fifts  in  a flat  tub,  round,  oval,  or  fquarej 
the  diameter  proportioned  to  the  number 
of  patients.  Some  painted  ftaves  properly 
joined  fo  as  to  contain  fome  water  about  a 
foot  high,  the  part  about  two  inches 
broader  than  the  bottom  with  a cover, 
that  parts  in  two,  ferewed  to  the  tub,  in 
the  infide  you  range  fome  bottles  in  lines, 

tenping 
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tending  from  the  circumference  to  the 
center.  Others  you  place  quite  flat  all 
round  with  their  bottoms  againll  the  tub, 
in  one  layer,  only  leaving  between  them 
fpace  enough  to  contain  the  neck  of  an- 
other bottle.  This  arrangement  made, 
you  fix  in  the  middle  a bottle  upright  or 
fiat  from  whence  you  form  with  fmall 
points,  and  then  with  bottles  the  necefTary 
rays.  The  bottom  of,  the  firft  is  in  the 
center,  its  neck  enters  the  bottom  of  the 
next,  &c.  fo  that 'the  neck  of  the  laft  ends 
in  the  circumference.  Thefe  bottles  mult 
be  filled  with  water,  well  corked  and  mag- 
netized in  the  fame  manner,  and  by  the 
fame  perfon  if  pofiible.  To  give  greater 
adlivity  to  the  tub,  you  lay  a fccond  or 
third  layer  on  the  firfi,  but  generally  the 
fecond  is  made  by  drawing  it  from  the 
center  and  making  it  cover  the  third,  the 
half  or  three  quarters  of  thefirft.  The 
infidc  of  the  tub  is  then  filled  with  water, 
fo  as  to  cover  all  the  bottles,  ilcel  filings, 
pounded  glafs,  or  other/like  articles,  may 
be  added,  which  in  opinion  will  pro- 
duce different  effedts. 

XIII.  Tubs  may  belikewife  confirudl- 
ed  without  water,  the  intervals  of  the  bot- 
tles being  filled  with  glafs,  fieel  filings, 
land,  or  drofs  iron,  before  water,  or  any 

other 
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other  body  is  introduced,  you  mark  on  the 
cover  the  places  where  the  pieces  of  iron 
are  to  pafs  into  the  bottom  of  the  firft  bot^ 
ties,  four  or  five  inches,  from  the  fidcs  of 
the  tub,  the  pieces  of  iron  arc  like  thin  rods 
that  enter  in  a right  line  almoft  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Vat ; they  form  a curve  on  the 
ontlide,  and  their  blunt  ends  will  point 
and  reach  the  part  you  mean  to  touch  and 
effect  fuch  as  the  forehead,  the  ears,  the 
eye,  the  ftomach,  See  &:c. 

XIV.  From  the  in,  or  outfide  of  the  tub 
iffucs  a rope  tied  to  a piece  of  iron;  this 
the  patient  applies  to  the  affedted  part, 
and  twills  it  round  himfclf  by  holding  the 
lope  and  fixing  the  right  thumb  on  the 
left,  or  the  left  on  the  right  of  his  neigh- 
bour, fo  that  the  infide  of  it  may  touch 
the.  other.  All  the  patients  mufl  Hand 
near  one  another  very  clofe,  and  endeavour 
to  obtain  a contadl  with  their  thighs,  feet 
and  knees ; if  poffible  they  fiiould  fceni 
to  form  only  one  body,  in  which  the 
magnetic  fluid  may  circulate  in  conftant 
fucceflion,  and  be  reinforced  by  all  the 
different  points  of  the  contadl  to  which 
the  pofition  of  patients  will  greatly  con- 
tribute, being  oppofite  to  one  another. 
'Idicre  may  be  irons  long  enough  to  reach 
a iccond  row  thro’ the  intervals  of  the  firfl. 

XV. 
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XV.  There  are  Tome  little  tubs,  called 
Magic,  or  Magnetic  boxes,  for  the  ufe  of 
patients  who  cannot  go  to  the  public  tub, 
or  whofe  diforders  require  private  and  con- 
ftant  attendance ; fome  of  thefe  boxes  are 
differently  made,  the  fimple  ones  contain 
only  one  bath  laid  flat  and  filled  with 
water,  or  pounded  glafs,  inclofed  in  a box, 
whence  derives^a  wand  or  a rope,  a bottle 
by  itfelf  properly  applied, will  anfvverthe 
purpofe  flill  better,,  fome  bottles  may  be 
put  upright  under  abed,  their  necks  filled 
with  iron  and  covered  with  clay,  will  pro- 
duct Angular  effects.  The  general  form 
oftheMagicbox,.isa  longfquare  of  a mid- 
dling fize,  fuitable  to  what  they  are  to  con- 
tain, their  height  cannot  exceed  that  of  the 
bedftead  which  is  about  lo  onzincheshig-h 
five  or  fix  bottles  may  be  put  properly 
prepared  and  ranged  in  the-  fame  order  as  . 
in  the  vat  or  tub,  the  box  deftlned  to  be 
placed  under  a bed,,  mufl:'  be  filled  with 
pint  bottles  half  filled  with  water  and  half 
with  ground  glafs,.  thofe  filled  with  water 
are  clofe  and  thofe  with  glafs  are  armed 
with  a fmall  iron  conductor  out  of  the 
neck  where  it  is  fixed  and  projedls  an  inch 
out  of  the  box’s,  covers  The  interval  of  the 
bottles  is  filled  with  pounded  glafs,,eithcr 
dry  or  moifl,  a rope  twifted'  round’  their 

necks 
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necks,  caufcs  a communication  and  comes 
out  of  the  box  thro'  a hole  on  the  outfide, 
the  cover  is  made  Hiding  or  fixed  with  a 
fcrew  from  the  box  that  lies  under  the  bed, 
you  draw  and  bring  the  ropes  to  the  bed- 
clothes, and  even  between  thelhects  to  the 
very  body  of  the  patient. 

XVI.  The  boxes  that  are  made  ufe  of 
in  the  day  time  are  filled  with  bottles  of 
water  or  glafs  prepared  and  laid  as  in  the 
large  tub,  if  you  add  a rope  and  irons,  you 
may  make  a family  tub. 

XVII.  The  thicker  the  matter  you  fill 
the  bottles  with, the  more  adtive  it  will  be, 
if  they  could  be  filled  with  quickfilver, 
they  would  have  greater  power. 

XVIII,  Many  are  the  ways  to  cncreafc 
the  mediums  and  to  enforce  them  ; if  you 
intend  to  affedf  ftrongly  a patient  to  collcdt 
the  greatefi;  number  of  perfons  in  the  room 
fix  the  chain  from  the  patient  to  the  op- 
erator, and  a perfon  leaning  on  him,  or  his 
hand  upon  his  Ihoulder  will  encrcafe  his 
adfion.  There  is  an  incredible  number  of 
other  means  to  effedt  Magnctifm,  fuch  as 
founds,  mufic,  fight,  and  looking  glafifes, 
occ. 

XIX.  The  Magneitc  fluid,  retains  fome 
of  its  virtue  even  after  being  extradted 
from  the  body,  not  unlike  the  found  of 
^ flute  that  lofcs  itfclf  by  degrees.  Mag- 
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nctlfm  at  a certain  diftance,  produces 
greater  effedt  than  when  applied  imme- 
diately. 

XX.  After  the  man,  all  animals,  vege- 
tables, and  plants,  and  chiefly  the  trees, 
are  more  fufceptible  for  fome  ufe ; you 
muft  choofe  a young  and  a found  one,  full 
of  branches,  without  any  knots,  if  poflible, 
and  with  ftreight  fibres  ; although  all  forts' 
of  Ihrubs  may  ferve,  the  hardeft,  as  the 
oak  and  the  elm,  are  to  be  preferred  : — 
When  the  choice  is  made,  you  place  your- 
felf  at  fome  diftanee  to  the  fouthward,  and 
form  a right  and  left  fide  for  the  two  poles, 
and  the  line  of  demarcation,,  the  equator  ; 
you  deferibe  other  lines  with  your  finger, 
an  iron  rod,  or  a cane,  and  follow  the 
leaves  down  to  the  branches,  from  the 
principal  of  which  you  draw  all  your  me- 
diums down  the  trunk  to  the  very  roots. 
The  operation  muft  be  repeated,  till  you 
have  magnetized  every  fide  of  the  plant  ; 
it  muft  be  done  with  the  fame  hand,  be- 
caufe  the  rays  ifluing  divergent  from  the 
conductor  become  convergent  at  a certain 
diftanee,  and  are  not  liable  to  be  repelled. 
The  north  is  magnetized  in  the  fame  man- 
ncr.  After  this  operation  you  approach 
the  tree,  and  after  having  magnetized  the 
roots,  if  there  are  any  vifible,  you  embrace 

the 
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the  tree,  and  prefent  it  to  the  poles  one 
after  another ; the  tree  then  poffclTes  all 
the  virtues  of  magnetifm.  Perfons  in  per- 
fect health,  by  Handing  for  fome  time 
near  it,  or  by  touching  it,  may  feel  the 
effedls  of  magnetifm  ; thofe  who  have  been 
already  magnetized,  and  fick,  will  receive 
a violent  fliock,  and  bring  the  diforder  to 
a crifis^  To  give  it  a proper  ad:ion,fome 
ropes  mu£t  be  tied,  at  a certain  height,  to 
the  trunk  and  the  principal  branches  of  • 
the  tree,  the  number  and  length  of  them 
according  to  the  quantity  of  perfons  who 
are  for  the  operation  : the  patient  will 
twift  them  round  the  affedfed  parts,  fitting 
on  chairs  or  ftraw,  with  their  faces  to  the 
tree,  all  in  a circular  or  oval  form,  as  at 
the  great  tub — the  more  they  turn  the 
ropes  round  them,  the  more  eftedt  they 
will  find,  and  yet  not  very  violent.  The 
greater  quantity  of  patients,  the  greater 
power  in  the  magnetifm,  for  thereby  the 
mediums  multiply,  and  the  fluids  gain 
ftrength  by  the  union  and  the  contaCfs ; if 
the  wind  lhakes  the  branches  of  the  tree 
it  will  add  force  to  the  adtlon ; the  fame 
will  happen  at  a rivulet  or  cafeade,  if 
you  are  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with  it : if 
many  trees  fliould  ftand  near,  they  mav  be 

^ all 
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all  magnetized,  and  by  the  means  ot 
ropes  made  to  communicate  with  one 
another. 

The  patient  will  find  in  the  trees  a very 
difagreeable  fmell,  not  to  be  compared  to 
any  other,  which  will  remain  fome  time 
after  having  quitted  them,  and  return  the 
moment  they  approach  the  trees  again. 
It  cannot  be  determined  how  long  a tree 
may  preferve  the  magnetifm  ; very  likely 
many  months,  but  the  fureft  way  is  to 
renew  it  now  and  then. 

• XXL  To  give  the  magnetic  power  to 
a bottle,  you  mull  take  it  by  the  two  ends, 
and  rub  them  with  the  fingers,  bringing 
the  motion  to  the  borders ; you  muft  lift 
up  your  hand  fucceflavely  from  the  extre- 
mities, prelfing,  if  I may  fay  fo,  the  fluid. 
A glafs,  or  any  kind  of  veflel  may  be; mag- 
netized in  the  fame  manner,  and  when  you 
prefent  it,  you  muft  take  care  to  hold  it 
with  the  thumb  and  the  little  finger,  and 
make  the  perfon  drink  exacftly  in  this 
dire<ftion.  The  patient  thus  will  find  a 
tafte  which  otherwife  w'ould  not  cxift  in 
an  oppofite  direeftion, 

XXII.  A flower,  or  any  other  body 
may  be  magnetized  by  the  contadt,  mad’e 
according  to  thefe  principles  and  a proper 
intenfenefs. 
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XXIII.  By  rubbing  a bathing  tub  with 
your  fingers,  a wand,  or  a cane,  letting 
them  down  into  the  water,  where  you 
defcribe  a line  in  the  fame  direction,  and 
by  repeating  the  fame  feveral  times,  you 
magnetife  a tub.  The  water  may  be 
moved  contrary  ways,  but  yet  towards  the 
line  already  deferibed,  where  the  greatefi; 
medium  unites  the  fmallcr  that  furround 
it,  and  acquires  ftrength.  If  the  patient 
finds  the  water  too  cold,  by  dipping  a cane 
into  the  bath,  you  may,  by  the  agitation, 
convey  one  of  the  mediums  to  him  ; this 
will  make  him  believe  that  the  fenfation 
of  heat  proceeds  from  the  water.  Where 
there  is  a vat,  (or  tub)  or  fome  trees,  you 
bring  one  of  the  ropes  into  the  bath,  and 
that  anUvers  all  other  operations  : fome 
bottles  likewife,  filled  with  magnetize'd 
water,  and  put  into  the  bath,  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  body,  w'ill  produce 
the  fame  effe<ft.  A little  fea  fait  thrown 
into  the  bath,  will  increafe  the  confident 
motion. 

XXIV.  In  the  center  of  the  tub,  a glafs 
in  the  form  of  a cylinder,  or  any  other, 
may  be  placed,  open  at  the  top,  to  receive 
the  conductor  that  might  be  brought  on 
the  out  or  infidc  of  the  apartment ; an 
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iron  rod,  in  proportion  to  the  height  of 
the  ceiling,  the  lower  part  of  which  might 
end  in  a funnel,  would  communicate  by  a 
hole  to  the  tub,  and  there  being  fixed  and 
fealed.to  the  glafs  veffel,  its  bafe  full  of 
apertures,  would  partake  of  the  magnetic 
power  of  the  bottles':  the  condinftor  like- 
wife  might  be  made  of  glafs. 
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GENERAL  NOTIONS 

O N 

CURES? 


PERFORMED  BV 

MAGNETISM. 


i.There  is  but  one  malady,  and 

one  remedy,  the  perfedt  harmony  of  all 
our  organs  and  their  fundfions,  contribute 
health.  A malady  is  only  the  aberration 
from  this  harmony  : the  cure  thereof  con- 
fifts  to  re-eftablifli  difturbed  harmony.  The 
general  remedy  is,  the  applying  a magnetic 
power  by  the  indicated  means. 

Motion  is  either  augmented  or  dimi- 
niflied,  in  the  body,  it  mull  therefore  be 
checked  or  accelleratcd.  It  is  on  the 

completes 
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foUds  that  magnetifni  will  a£l,  as  our 
vifcera  are  the  means  by  which  nature 
completes  her  funftions  of  preparing,  tri^ 
turating,  and  affimilating  all  humours. — 
The  power  therefore  of  thcfe  organs  muft 
be  rediified,  without  intirely  forbidding 
•inward  or  outward  remedies  ; you  muft  be 
very  careful  how  to  ufe  them,  becaufc 
they  are  often  contrary  or  ufelefs ; contrary, 
on  account  of  their  abounding  for  the  moft 
.part  with  acrimony,  and  increafing  the  irri- 
tation, fpafm,  and  other  effedts,  contrary 
to  that  harmony  which  fhould  be  re-efta- 
bliftied  and  preferved  : of  this  kind  are 
violent  cathartics,  warm  diuretics,  ofpera- 
tives,  blifters,  and  all  cpifpaftic  medicines 
ufelefs,  becaufc  the  remedies  once  received 
into  the  ftomach,  and  the  comiTK>n  recep- 
tacles will  there  find  the  fame  elaboration 
as  the  aliments,  whofe  parts  analogous  to 
our  humours,  are  affimilated  by  chylifica- 
tion,  and  the  heterogeneous  are  difeharged 
by  excretion. 

II.  The  magnetic  fluid  not  adting  on  ex- 
traneous bodies,  noronthofeoutofthe  vaf- 
cular  fyftem,  when  the  flomach  contains 
fome  putrid  humour,  or  too  great  a quan- 
tity of  viciated  gall;  emetics,  or  purga- 
tives, are  adminiftcred,^ 
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III.  If  acids  are  predominant,  abfor- 
bents  are  given,  fuch  as  magnefia*^  ; if 
Alkalines,  acids  are  prefcribed,  fuch  as 
cream  of  tartar-j'.  If  you  want  to  admi- 
nifter  them  as  purgatives,  you  muft  give 
them  one  or  two  ounces  at  a time  : a lefs 
quantity  ferves  only  to  render  them  alte- 
ratives proper  to  neutralize  the  acids  or 
the  alkalines,  and  procure  an  evacuation, 
fomehovv  or  other.  As  the  alkaline  is, 
for  the  moft  part,  more  predominant  than 
the  acid,  a regimen  of  acids  is  generally 

prefcribed fallad,  currants,  cherries, 

lemonades,  acid  fyrups,  fmall  vinegar, 
&c.  &c. 

IV.  The  diminution  of  ftrength  and 
motion  being  the  caufe  of  the  greateft  part 
of  our  diforders ; in  a magnetic  regimen, 
not  only  diet  is  never  ordered,  but  is  re- 
commended to  the  patient  to  take  fome 

nourilh- 

* Magnefia  muft  be  calcined  to  obtain  the  wllhed 
for  end,  on  account  of  the  air  it  contains,  when 
not  thus  prepared  ; it  occafions  then  fwellings  in  the 
ftomach,  proceeding  from  the  expanfion  of  the  air 
when  it  meets  with  fomething  acid. 

f This  a<fts  infinitely  better  when  an  ounce  is  dif- 
folved  into  four  of  water.  A lemonade  is  then  made 
agreeable  to  the  tafte,  and  not  naufeous  to  take  as  when 
in  powder  ; chiefly  when  you  wllh  to  take  enough  to 
fcrve  as  a gentle  purge. 
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nonrlfhment ; . whatever  he  wifhcs,  he  may 
take  : nature  feldom  deceives  them. 

V.  Strong  wines,  liquors,  coffee,  and  all 
forts  of  food,  very  hot  in  themfclves,  or 
by  their  ingredients,  are  forbidden,  to- 
gether with  fnuff  or  tobacco,  of  which 
the  irritating  is  propagated  by  the  phleg- 
matic membrane  to  the  throat,  the  bread:, 
and  the  head,  and  caufcs  crifpations  con- 
trary to  the  harmony,  &c. 

The  ordinary  ].x>tidn  diall  be  good  wine, 
plentifully  diluted  with  water,  or  feme 
pure  or  acidulated  water.  Glyders  and 
•bathing  are  often  ufeful ; phlebotomy  is 
ufed  in  inflammations  and  phletorics. 

' Vi.  In  Epilepfles,  you  touch  the  head 
on  the  crown,  or  the  root  of  the  nofe,  with 
one  hand,  and  the  nape  of  the  neck  with 
the  other  ; you  endeavour  to  find  in  the 
vifeera  the  primary  caufc,  which  is  eafily 
perceived.  ^ By  the  double  contadt  you 
diflblve  obftruftions  in  the  vital  parts,  and 
the  fwelling  that  lies  in  the  brains  of 
epileptic  perfons,  and  almofl  all  the  nerv- 
ous fyflem  acquires  its  ufual  force.  Cata- 
lepfies,  are  treated  in  the  fame  manner. 

VII,  • In  apoplexies,  touching  is.  ap- 
plied to  the  principal  organs,  the  bread:, 
the  domach,  and  chiefly  the  place  called 
the  hollow,  under  the  Xiphoide ; where 

C 2 lies 
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lies  the  nervous  centre  of  the  draphragn?, 
that  re-iinitcs  an  innumerable  quantity  of 
nerves,  the  back  bone  is  likcwife  touched 
about  an  inch  from  the  fpine,  from  the 
neck  down  to  the  end  of  the  trunk,  you 
muft  infill  till  you  bring  the  diforder  to  a 
crifis,  by  making  ufe  of  all  means  poffible 
>vith  the  iron,  or  the  rope,  which  is  ren- 
dered more  efficacious  by  the  communi- 
cation it  has  with  as  many  perfons  as  pofli- 
b}e  together,  when  the  patient  is  affcdled 
and  the  crifis  obtained,  the  fymptoms  and 
the  caufe  of  the  diforder  will  fuggell  to 
you,  whether  you  are  to  adminifter  aperi- 
ents. 

VIII.  In  ailments  of  the  ears,  the 
patient  twills  the  rope  round  the  head,  and 
the  rod  of  the  tub,  in  the  ear,  the  wand  in 
the  mouth  for  deafnefs,  and  paralytic  cafes 
as  well  as  for  dumbnefs,  you  touch  by 
putting  the  ends  of  the  thumbs  into  the 
ear,  and  colledling  the  magnetic  fluid  with 
the  fingers,  and  the  palms  of  the  hands 
to  the  forehead,  where  one  of  the  hands 
mud  be  kept  for  feme  time. 

IX.  For  the  eyes,  you  touch  likcwife 
with  the  rod,  and  the  fingers  gently 
flroking  the  eye  ball  and  the  lids,  chiefly 
the  tegument,  in  cafe  of  inflammation  you 
mull  be  extremely  careful. 
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X.  Tetters  is  likewife  curei!  by  touch- 
ing,  morning  and  evening,  you  rub  it  with 
magnetic  water,  and  the  rope  round  the 
head. 

XL  Tumors  of  all  forts  lymphatic,  or  > 
, bloody  fvvellings,  wounds,  and  even  ulcers 
may  find  wonderful  effedfs  by  Magnetifm. 
Lotions  with  magnetic  water,  particular 
baths  with  the  fame  warm  or  cold,  prove 
of  infinite  fervice,  the  moll;  excruciating 
pains  in  ulcerated  or  wounded  parts,  may 
be  inftantly  relieved  by  twilling  the  rope 
round  the  wound,  in  Ihort,  all  cutaneous 
and  inward  diforders  are  cured  by  this 
wonderful  art. 

XII.  For  the  head-ach  you  touch  the 
forehead,  the  top,  the  temples,  &c.  fome- 
timcs  likewife  the  vifcera  for  the  fake  of 
invelligating  the  caufe. 

XIII.  For  the  tooth-ach,  the  contadlis 
applied  on  the  articulations  of  the  mandi- 
bles and  the  dimples  of  the  chin. 

XIV.  Lcprofy  is  cured*  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  tetter,  and  by  putting  the 
rope  round  the  affedled  parts. 

XV.  In  difficulty  of  utterance  ora  total 
privation  of  it,  as  in  palfies,  &c.  you  in- 
troduce the  rod  into  the  mouth,  apd  touch 
oral'  inufcks. 
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XVI.  In  fore  throats,  or  lymphatic  dif- 
orders,  you  magnetize  the  phlegmatic 
membrane,  and  all  other  parts  that  corref- 
ponds  to  the  pedtoral  region. 

XVII.  In  violent  head-achs,  called  by 
the  French  la  migraine,  touch  the  ftomach 
and  thi  temple,  where  the  patient  feels 
the  greateft  pain. 

XVIII.  In  afthmatic  diforders  and 
other  oppreflions  of  the  breafl,  the  parts 
themfelves  are  touched,  one  hand  gently 
glides  down  the  bread:  and  the  other  the 
back  bone,  you  reft  a while  on  the  upper 
part,  and  then  defcend  flowly  to  the 
ftomach,  where  you  muft  keep  your  hand 
a long  time,  chiefly  in  the  cafe  of  a humid 
afthma. 

XIX.  The  night  mare  is  cured  in  the 
fame  manner,  recommending  to  the  patient 
not  to  lie  on  the  back,  ’till  the  cure  is  per- 
formed. 

XX.  All  other  pains,  obftrudtions,  tu- 
mors, See.  in  the  ftomach,  the  liver,  the 
fpleen,  or  other  vifeera,  are  treated  by  con- 
tact in  the  very  place  of  the  diforder,  and 
require  more  time  and  attention  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fize,  hardnefs  or  duration 
of  the  tumor 

XXI.  In  cholics,  vomitings,  irritations 
of  the  fibres,  pains  in  the  inteftines,  and 

dif- 


( 23  ) 

dlforders  of  the  lower  region,  the  contadt 
mull  be  very  gentle,  and  if  there  is  an  in- 
flammation , or  a probability,  no  fridtion  can 
be  ufed  and  fometimes  not  even  the  touch, 
XXII.  In  diforders  of  the  womb,  you 
muft  touch  not  only  the  part,  but  its  de- 
pendencies, theovaria,  and  the  broad  liga- 
ments that  lie  all  round  about  the  groin, 
the  palm  of  the  hand  applied  to  the  privy 
parts  will  forward  the  menftruum,  and  re- 
pair all  Ioffes.  In  falivations  and  fallings 
of  the  womb,  and  the  vagina,  fuch  appli- 
cations will  prove  of  infinite  utility.- 
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ON  THE 

GRISTS, 

i 

O P A 

DISORDER., 
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I.^To  diforder  can  be  cured  without  be- 
ing brought  to  a crifis,  which  is  an  effort 
of  nature,  againftthe  malady  by  an  increafe 
of  motion,  tone  and  intenfion,  together 
with  the  a(5tion  of  the  magnetic  fluid,  to 
diflipate  the  obftruftions  that  prevent  cir- 
culations to  diffolve  and  evacute  the  par- 
ticles that  formed  them,  and  re-eftablilh 
harmony  and  an  equilibrium  in  every 
part  of  the  body. 

■ II.  A crifis  is  more  or  lefs  vifible,  more 
or  lefs  falutary,  and  natural  or  accidental. 

III.  A natural  crifis,  cannot  be  aferibed 
but  to  nature,  that  ads  forcibly  on  the 
caufe 
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caufe  of  the  diforder,  and  difpells  it  ’1)7 
different  excretions,  as  in  fevers, -where 
nature  alone  triumphs  and  gets  the  better 
of  whatever  was  detrimental,  expelling  it 
by  fpontaneous  vomitings,  perfpirations,. 
urine  hemmoroidical  flux,  &c; 

IV.  The  leafl  apparent  crifis,  is  when 
nature  adts  in  fecret  without  any  violence 
by  breaking  by  degrees  theobftacles  that 
prevented  circulation,  and  difpelling  thera 
by’  infcnflble  perfpiration. 

V.  When  nature  has  not  power  enough 
to  cftablifli  the  crifls,  magnetifm  fet  in 
•motion  by  the  indicated  means  will  aflifl: 
•it',  and  confpire  jointly  in  producing  the 
wilhed  for  revolution,  the  crifls  is  always 
falutary,  when  after  the  efledt  the  patient 
tcdls  a remarkable  relief,  and  is  attended 
A^ith  happy  evacuations. 

VI.  The  tub,  the  rods,  the  rope,  and  the 
chain,  will  effedt  a crifis,  if  they  are  found 
too  weak  to  adtforcibly  on  the  malady,  you 
increafe  the  power  by  touching  the  feat  of 
the  diforder.  When  the  crifis  is  at  the  ut- 
moft,  which  maybe  feen  by  the  tranquility, 
you  let  it  finifh  by  itfelf,  or  when  you 
think  it  has  had  the  proper  effedt,  y’’ou 
roufe  the  patient  from  that  kind  of  flupof^ 
and  lethargy  it  as  been  thrown  into. 

VII.  A natural  crifis  is  feldom  ominous. 

VIII.  A 
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Vtll.  A crifis  of  either  kind  throws  of- 
ten the  patient  into  a catalepfy,  which  is 
by  no  means  dangerous,  and  ends  generally 
with  the  crifis. 

IX.  In  the  cafe  of  irritations,  you  mu  ft 
take  care  not  to  provoke  too  ftrong  a crifis, 
for  you  increafe  the- trouble  in  the  animal 
occonomy,  you  caufe  a greater  intenfioi), 
and  augment  the  inflammations  you  fuf- 
pend  or  rather  fupprefs  the  evacuations  that 
will  promote  the  cure,  you  oppofe  diame- 
trically the  views  and  effects  of  kind  nature, 

X.  If  you  provoke  a violent  crifis  in  a 
body  that  is  inclined  to  it,  you  keep  up  in 
the  organs  a kind  of  forced  elafticity,  which 
diminifhes  in  the  fibres  the  faculty  of  re- 
ading on  themfelves,  and  on  the  humours, 
whence  proceeds  inadion  againft  the  orders 
of  nature.  Thishabit  baffles  all  the  efforts 
of  nature  againft  the  caufe  of  the  diforder, 
increafes  the  aberration,  an^  forms  in  the 
organs  that  bent  or  wrinkle,  which  being 
ingenioufly  compared  to  one  in  a piece  of 
lilk,  feldom  lofes  the  mark.  A crifis  is 
therefore  often  ufeful,  but  as  often  dan- 
gerous, a phyfician  ftruck  with  the  doc- 
trine of  animal  magnetifm,  and  a faith- 
ful obferver  of  the  effeds  produced  by  a 
crifis,  may  draw  all  the  advantages  it  is 
capable  of  producing  but  will  guard  againft’ 
being  too  free  with  fo  alarming  a trial, 
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•OBSERVATIONS 
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O N 

NERVOUS  DISORDERS. 


T 

I.  1.  N nervous  cafes,  when  the  criCs  Is 
the  occafion  that  the  irritability  attacks 
flrongly  the  retina,  the  eye  becomes  fuf- 
ceptible  of  perceiving  microfcopicobjedts. 
All  that  the  optician’s  art  could  invent  has 
not  been  able  to  approach  this  degree  of 
perception.  The  darkeft  obfcurity  ftill 
preferves  fo  much  light,  that  the  fight  by 
aflfembling  a fufficient  quantity  of  rays, 
can  diftinguifh  the  forms  of  different  bo- 
dies, and  determine  their  affinity;  fome  will 
even  diftinguifh  objedts  through  bodies 
deemed  opaques,  which  proves  that  opa- 
quenefs  in  bodies  is  not  aparticular  quality, 

but 
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a c’lrcumftance  relative  to  the  degree 
of  irritability  of  our  organs. 

II.  A female  patient,  and  many  others 
that  I have  treated  and  have  obferved  with 
care,  has  furnilhed  me  w’ith  numberlefs 
expedients  on  that  fubjedt.  One  of 
them  could  perceive  the  pores  of  the  fkiji 
of  a confiderab-le  fize,  fo  th^it  fhe  could  ex- 
plain the  ftrufture  of  them  as  well  as  a 
microfcope,  Ihe  went  even  further,  the 
Jfkin  appeared  to  her  like  alieve,  Ihe  could 
dillinguilh  the  texture  of  the  mufcles  on 
the  flelhy  parts,  andthejoinings  of  the  bones 
in  the  bare  ones.  Hie  explained  every  thing 
in  an  ingenious  way,  and  often  would  be 
quite  out  of  patience  at  the  Ilerllity  and 
infufficiency  of  ourexpreflions  to  paint  her 
ideas,  an  opaque  body  verv  thin  did  not 
prevent  her  feeing  the  objects,  it  only 
gradually  diminilhed  the  impreilion  Ihc 
received,  as  a dirty  glafs  would  do  for  us. 

III.  With  her  eye-lids  down  Ihc  could 
fee  better  than  me,  and  often  to  fee  whether 
Ihe  fpoke  the  truth,  I made  her  carry 
her  hand  on  the  obj eft,  without  her  ever 
milfing. 

IV.  This  very  perfon  could  perceive 
in  the  dark,  the  poles  of  the  human 
body  lighted  by  a luminous  vapour,  it 

was 
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w^s  not  a flame,  but  the  impreflion  it 
made  on  her  organs,  gave  her  an  idea 
of  fire,  which  fhe  could  only  explain  by 
light  from  my  head. 

V.  She  could  perceive  the  bright  rays 
that  part  from  the  eyes  and  generally 
re-unite  with  thofe  of  the  nofe  to  llrength- 
en  them,  the  whole  of  thefe  rays  will 
bend  to  the  nearefi;  part  that  is  oppofite 
to  them,  if  however  I want  to  confider 
my  objects  fideways  without  turning  the 
head,  then  the  two.  rays  of  the  eyes 
quit  the  end  of  my  nofe,.  to  go  in  the 
dire<S:ion  I order  them  to. 

VI.  Every  point  of  the  lids,  lafhes, 
and  hair,  emitS;  a feeble  light,  the  neck 
appears  a little  bright,  and  the  bread: 
lighted.  When  I.  prefent  the  hand-s,  the 
thumb  appears  fijrrounded  with  a vifible 
light,  the  little  finger  not  fo  much, 
the  firft  and  the  third  feem  to  have  only 
a borrowed  light,  the  middle  finger, 
obfeure,  but  the  palm  of  the  hand  lika- 
wife  bright. 

VII.  If  an  exceffive  irritability  .falls  on 
other  organs,  they  acquire  the  fame 
quality  as  the  fight,  they  become  fuf- 
ceptible  of  appreciating  the  lighted  im- 
preffions. analogous  to  their  conditution, 
which  were  totally  unknown  to  them 
before. 


D. 
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CONCLUSION. 


HIS  is  avaflfield  for  fpeculation,  but 


X very  difficult  to  enter,  artforfakes  us, 
and  we  have  no  means  to  determine  what 
perfons  affedled  by  ftrong  crifis  are  daily 
perceiving,  we  have  very  indifferent  mi- 
crofeopes  for  the  ears,  none  for  the  fmell- 
ing  and  touching,  confequently  we  can 
never  draw  any  reference.  But  if  art 
abandons  us,  nature  remains,  andtbat  fuf- 
fices;  the  infant  knows  not  the  ufe  and 
fprings  of  his  organs,  nature  and  educat- 
ion fhew  him  by  degrees  how  to  make  ule 
of  them,  in  the  beginning  you  will  find 
nothing  but  myfterious  darknefs,  in  this 
furprifing  dodtrine  of  magnetifm,  but  by 
little  and  little  the  light  will  appear  and 
your  knowledge  will  encreafe.  Perfons 
of  ftrong  imagination  hear  a noife  fooner 
than  others,  and  I have  knowm  one  that 
proclaimed  the  found  of  a French  horn  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  I could,  if  fomc 
are  affedted  by  a crifis,  they  will  find  in 
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different  forts  of  meat  a variety  of  fragrant 
particles,  and  enjoy  a flavour  unknown  ta 
thofe  that  are  in  a common  ftate  of  body, 
it  is  owing  to  the  irritability  of  the  tongue 
and  palate.  A perfon  very  fenlible  and  of 
veracity,  whofe  nerves  was  always  irritated 
and  particularly  the  tongue,  who  would  of- 
ten fay  “in  eating  this  cruft  of  bread  as  big 
as  a pins  head,  it  feems  as  if  it  was  a large 
mouthful  and  of  exquifite  flavor,  I find  in. 
it  not  only  the  tafteof  a bit  of  bread,  but 
what  is  very  Angular,  I taftein  it  diftindt- 
ly  the  particles  that  compofe  it,  the  water, 
the  flour,  every  thing  in  fhort,  produces  a 
multitude  of  fenfations  that  caufe  a rapid 
fucceffion  of  ideas,  but  cannot  be  exprefed 
by  words,”  I need  not  remark,. that  the  ol- 
fad:ory  nerves  are  more  fufceptible  of  great- 
er faculty  than  tafte.  I have  known  perfons 
who  could  fmell  at  a great  diftance,  *and 
even  thro’  vvainfcot  doors,  and  others  will 
diftinguifli  odours  that  compofe  a perfume 
all  at  once,  fo  great  is  their  faculty  of 
fmelling.  But  of  all  our  fenfes,  contad:, 
could  furnifli  us  with  thegreateft  quantity 
ot  phjenomena,  and  yet  hitherto  it  has 
been  the  leaft  examined  or  underftood. 
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